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Objectives and purpose 

Smith Brothers Contracting was appointed to complete all contestable 

works for the 7 MVA Photovoltaics (PV) generation project. 

The scope of works included a 33kv tee-off connection into the existing 

Scottish & Southern Energy (SSE) Shripney – Bilsham overhead line 

circuit.  

Project delivery 

Located in a rural area in the south of England, the cable route 

planning phase involved negotiation with five landowners, including the 

proprietor of the development itself.  

The project wasn’t without challenging terrain either, with the mains 

route – which consisted of 5.5 kilometres of HV and Pilot Cable – 

having to traverse a busy railway line.  

With a strict deadline to meet, the Smith Brothers team worked day 

and night – including plenty of weekends – in order to ensure the 

targets were met.  

The team was responsible for constructing all works to the point of 

connection (POC), including a 33kv packaged substation. They also 

assisted SSE with connecting contestable works to the distribution 

network at the POC – a task which involved bringing the cables across 

a watercourse and steep banking.  

Before the site was handed over, our electrical engineering experts 

also carried out final commissioning, including G59 testing works. 

Smith Brothers Contracting project manager, Emma Charlesworth, 

said: “The biggest achievement here was energising the system by late 

March 2016, after being handed over the site 20th January in order to 

meet the customer’s expectations for the Renewable Obligation 

Certificate (ROC) deadline.  

West Sussex highways, SSE, the landowners, Network Rail and the EPC 

all worked together to establish the connection in a target record of 

two months. We quickly developed effective relationships with all 

associated parties and came together to achieve the common goal.” 

 


